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The Healing Power  
of Forgiveness 

By Jim Richards 
 

   Forgiveness is one of those words, 
loosely used by society, the church, and 
even the psychological community. It is 
commonly recognized among all cultural 
and philosophical groups that forgiveness 
is essential to emotional and physical 
health. One might go as far as to say that 
forgiveness is the doorway to all healing! 
With all the emphasis on forgiving, it 
seems we may have lost its most basic 
component, thereby losing its most dy-
namic power. 
   Forgiveness of self and others is a pri-
mary process in the pathway to healing. It 
is impossible to live in peace and not for-
give. In fact, our physical health hinges on 
forgiveness. One would think with so 
much riding on this one thing it would be 
at the top of our list when we seek to free 
ourselves from emotional and physical 
pain; however, it seems that some fear 
their idea of forgiveness more than they 
fear the certainty of daily pain. 
   It could be that the reluctance of people 
to forgive others and themselves is due in 
part to a basic flaw in our understanding of 
what it means. We think that forgiveness is 
somehow an accepting of the offense. In 
other words, to forgive the person who hurt 
me means I now accept or overlook what 
was done. We all know that we have had 
pains that are just too horrendous to simply 
over look. 
   Working from this somewhat flawed 
concept it seems that few people forgive; 
therefore, few ever get past the offense. In 
fact, it is a syndrome of cause and effect. I 
won’t forgive you because I can’t get over 
it. Ironically, the fact that I don’t forgive 
you keeps your offense alive in me. People 
can’t conceive of being “alright” with the 
wrongs done to them; therefore, they can’t 
conceive of forgiveness. 
   As a counselor I can personally attest to 
the fact that most people spend their entire 
life with a limited capacity to experience 
love, a diminished quality of life, poor 
health, and even premature death because 
of the unwillingness to forgive. For years 
we have understood that unforgiveness 
could cause bitterness, negativity, and a 
host of other emotional disorders. But in 
recent years we have come to a much 
greater understanding of  the effects of  
unforgiveness  in our physical body. 

   Emotional pain usually lodges in the 
body somewhere. Based on the type of 
emotions we experience with the offense it 
will affect specific organs and specific 
parts of the body. People who do body 
work see this on a regular basis. When they 
touch a certain part of the body the person 
may react violently and have a sudden 
change in their emotions with no rational 
reason. Sometimes just one touch instantly 
recalls events that have been long buried. 
Those who are trained to do so use this as 
an opportunity to help their client identify 
the trauma that created this scenario. 
   Our flawed ideas of forgiveness even 
restrict our capacity to trust God. The le-
galist has taken Scripture out of context 
and said we have to forgive before God 
will forgive us. The endless rippling effects 
of such a belief system is far too vast to 
address here except to say: Jesus died once 
for the sins of all men. God has either for-
given all sins (past tense) in Jesus or we’re 
all in trouble.  
   When we apply some of our strained 
concepts of forgiveness to our personal 
offenses it gets really sticky. If forgiveness 
means God has to be alright with what 
we’ve done, or if He is going to overlook 
them, then no wonder we can’t believe 
God has forgiven us. Our concepts of God 
and forgiveness are rooted deep in mysti-
cism. We see Him as an angry God who 
seeks appeasement thereby rejecting Jesus 
as our propitiation (satisfying of wrath.) 
   Many believers think that personal for-
giveness only comes when a great enough 
price has been paid. I’ve actually heard 
Christian leaders say those words. The 
result is what the Bible calls condemna-
tion, i.e. the expectation of judgment. This 
expectation of judgment is a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. We believe it, our mind/body 
creates it, and we wrongly blame God for 
what we have, in fact, done to ourselves. 
   Guilt and shame are two of the most de-
structive emotions known to man. The 
former has to do with our actions, the latter 
is a rejection of self because of those ac-
tions. Both guilt and shame lead us to ex-
pect punishment unless we have accepted 
Jesus’ sacrifice and propitiation. People 
who believe they are suffering for a wrong 
they have done will never get healed! 
   The only solution to this dilemma is to 
surrender our cultural concepts and vain 
imaginations to the knowledge of God 
found in His Word. Forgive literally means 
to send away. We can’t send away the un-
kind actions of others but we can send 
away the offense, the pain, and the suffer-

ing! It is, after all, the way things affect us 
that we need to get past. This isn’t some-
thing we do for them; it is something we 
do for ourselves. Forgiveness is an extrava-
gant kindness toward us. It is where and 
when we get on with our lives, freeing 
ourselves from the past. 
   In John 20:22-23 Jesus breathed on His 
disciples and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive the sins of any, they are for-
given them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained. In my undergraduate 
studies I remember a long class debate 
about this Scripture. Everyone struggled 
with the idea that we could forgive sins. 
The problem was, we understood this to 
mean our forgiveness of the sins of others 
was the key to God forgiving them. “How, 
after all, could a man forgive anyone’s 
sins? That is left to God!” Given the lim-
ited concepts of forgiveness we could 
make no sense of this Scripture or any 
Scriptures about forgiveness 
   This question reveals two flaws in our 
thinking: our limited concepts of forgive-
ness and our failure to understand our re-
sponsibility to act. Me forgiving someone 
has nothing to do with God forgiving them. 
God has forgiven all men’s sins in Christ.  
But I do know that my willingness to ex-
tend forgiveness has everything to do with 
me. If I send away the pain and offense of 
your actions I know I can be free, which is 
exactly what this Scripture is saying. 
   When we look at this from an energetic 
perspective it makes much more sense. 
Everything has a frequency. We know, 
according to Heb. 11:3,  that the words 
God spoke to create the world and all that 
is in it was an energetic frequency that 
went out into the invisible (subatomic) 
world and gave a substructure that mani-
fested in the material realm. (Heb. 11:1)  
   We know that healthy human cells vi-
brate at very specific frequencies. When 
they vibrate at another frequency they give 
rise to disease. The offense that was spo-
ken against us and the thoughts and feel-
ings we hold about that offense have spe-
cific frequencies. Just envision what hap-
pens if you bring two objects together that 
are vibrating at different frequencies. It 
causes dissonance. It’s like playing two 
notes of the piano that are not in harmony. 
That dissonance can only be resolved by 
sending away the offense and all that is 
associated with it. In the absence of the 
destructive frequency, the cells return to 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 The Healing Power of Forgiveness 
 
     Someone said, “All healing comes through the doorway of forgiveness!” Forgiveness is one of the most essential and possibly most 
misunderstood components of emotional and physical health and healing. Past offenses not only shape our view of the world and our-
selves, they are closely related to sickness, disease, and chronic pain. Research indicates that stress is the cause of most illness and de-
generative disease, and nothing causes more stress than unforgiveness. Some research indicates that emotional pain is stored in muscles 
and organs in our body creating inexplicable and non-diagnosable pain. We can’t free ourselves fro the sickness without freeing our-
selves from the offense that causes the stress! 
     In truth, you can change your life paradigm, your self-perceptions, and even experience physical healing in an instant through for-
giveness. That’s right! The blinders that keep leading you into destructive decisions will fall from your eyes the instant you have broken 
your connection to past offenses. Physical and emotional healing is immediately within reach! 
     And the great news is: forgiveness isn’t anything like you thought. Forgiveness is not: 

 Overlooking someone’s offense! 
 Saying what they did was OK! 
 Having a nice feeling about the person who hurt you! 
 Becoming friends with the offender! 
 Going back and reliving the experience! 

 
     No wonder so few people give forgiveness; we don’t really know what it is! In this power-packed series you will not only learn what 
it really means to forgive, you will learn how to: 
 

 Walk through the process of forgiveness! 
 Totally detach from the offense, the pain, and all its results! 
 Forgive yourself of past wrongs! 
 Experience God’s forgiveness! 
 Send away sicknesses that are related to offenses! 
 And more…. 

 
This is one of the most powerful and life-changing tools you will ever obtain. You will discover keys to forgiveness that make it as 

simple as breathing. You will learn how and why to get past the hurts and offenses that have been afflicted upon you. Your life will 
never again know bitterness when you apply these simple tools. Physical and emotional health will be within your reach. As you experi-
ence The Healing Power of Forgiveness. 
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SPECIAL OF THE MONTH: Releasing: The Hidden Pathway to Healing 
 
To supplement what you will be experiencing in The Healing Power of Forgiveness, purchase Releasing: The Hidden Pathway to 

Healing for 25% discount! To order, fill out coupon on the back or go to our online store at www.impactministries.com. 

 

Online Contributions for Impact Ministries of Canada 
 

In order to better serve our Canadian World Changers it is now possible for you to give online and imme-
diately download your monthly World Changers Message. Plus, purchasing all of the teaching materials 
and e-books online saves you time, money, and shipping hassles. And online purchases save the ministry 
thousands of dollars every year that can be applied to helping people. 
 
Once Impact Ministries of Canada receives approval from the Canadian Charities Directorate tax receipts 
can be issued for any donations received after the application date of March 13, 2009. 
 
For us to maintain our goals of consistently bringing this message of grace, peace, faith righteousness and 
unconditional love to the nation of Canada, we ask for you to join with us as a World Changer today! 
 

You can send your Canadian contributions to: #332, 612 - 500 Country Hills Blvd NE,-Calgary, AB T3K 5K3  

CDs $28  DVDs $59.95    
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   For the second year the city of Wallaceburg, Ontario invited the local ministerial association to have a Sunday 
morning service at their WAMBO event. Each year thousands of people  flood the 
little town to see antique cars, boats, and planes, look at campers, and enjoy 
the local cuisine  while enjoying the hospital- ity of a 
very friendly city. 
   Pastor Jason Cartier, who is also director of the 
very suc- cessful U-Turn youth ministry, headed 
the com- mittee that invited me. I was hosted by Dr. 
Bram and Alice Brouwer, long time friends and fel-
low Im- pact World Changers. It was one of the 
most en- joyable times of ministry and per- sonal 
relaxation I’ve experienced in quite a while. 
   It had rained so hard the previous day that it was sure to rain out the Sunday morning outdoor meeting. Yet, as Pas-
tor Bram Brouwer drove me from the Detroit airport, I had that absolute assurance that stopping the rain was in 
God’s plan. On Sunday 
morning the clouds be-
gan to dis- perse and to the 
surprise of the city and the 
organizer, a crowd twice the 
size of the previous year 
gathered to participate in 
the service. By the time I 
began to speak the sun 
broke out from behind the 
clouds  for a picture-
perfect day. The one ques-
tion I was asked over and 
over was, “How are you 
enjoying your visit to 
Canada?” My only an-
swer was, “Being in Can-
ada is just like being in 
the South. The people are 
so very, very hospitable and friendly.  I always enjoy my time in Canada!” 
   Or- ganizers and participants in the meetings said it was the most successful city-wide Gos-
pel meeting they had ever known. The Reformed Brethren, 
Bap- tists, Pentecostals, Word of Faith, Catholics, and several 
other denominations filled the Pentecostal church that gra-
ciously hosted the follow-up meetings.  It is rare that so many dif-
ferent groups come together in support of Gospel meetings. 
   Every day new reports came in of those who were hearing and re-
ceiving from God.  Many hearts were healed and lives were 

changed! I heard story after story of new freedom, hope, and 
re- newed faith! Be sure to look at page 3 for exciting new details about giving online to 
Impact Ministries of Canada.  

Impact Ministries is changing the way America, Canada, and the world sees God! 
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The Earth is Not Flat - part 3 
By Jim Richards 
 
   Because the church is right about Jesus, 
we have assumed we are right about every-
thing. Like the early church fathers, we 
have not become students of the Word nor 
true disciples of Jesus. Like them, we have 
trusted for salvation and then sought to 
find security by subtly incorporating our 
cultural beliefs and personal fears into the 
repertoire of our personal theology. 
   Those who come from a background of 
satanism, occult, or new age, attack any-
thing in the Bible that looks like their 
background. In the lack of security in Jesus 
they cloak their fear in self-righteous legal-
ism, giving undue trust to those places 
from which they have come. Those who 
come from cults think that everything that 
sounds like what their cults embraced is, in 
fact, a cult belief. These are not people 
who, like Paul, believe that all things are 
pure when used for pure reasons. They 
pass judgments rooted in unbelief based on 
their intellectual concepts that mask their 
insecurity. They are weak in the faith!
(Rom. 14) 
   Sadly, we must remember it was the 
church that killed people who proclaimed 
the world was round and the sun was the 
center of the solar system. Because the 
information didn’t come from the churches 
pseudo-scientific perspective it was con-
sidered to be “of the devil.” The most triv-
ial disagreements were relegated to a de-
monic opposition of truth and punished 
with excommunication, exile, or death. 
   Our predecessors have fought against 
everything they didn’t understand with a 
blinded fervor (zeal) of convenient scrip-
tural misinterpretation, factual ignorance, 
and cultural insensitivity that resulted in 
God and the church being rejected by the 
world. And as the Scripture says to believ-
ers in both the Old and New testaments, 
Because of you the name of God is blas-
phemed everyday. (Is. 52:5, Rom. 2:24)
We, not the devil, are the main cause for 
the world turning its back on God and the 
Gospel. 
   Jesus said that because of our tradition, 
i.e. culture, we make the Word of God of 
no effect. (Mark 7:13) There are very few 
things that happen in a typical Sunday ser-
vice that are actually scriptural, but we feel 
safe with those things and consider them 
godly, not because they are in the Bible, 
but because they are our culture. That 
doesn’t make them evil, it just means we 

tend to eventually adapt to the cultural 
norms and call them holy. Yet, anything 
outside of our culture that is incorporated 
into worship, we call cult or demonic. 
   When something comes that challenges 
our “current cultural concepts” we immedi-
ately make it of the devil (and he’s not that 
smart.) Then we shift directly into attack 
mode. Traditionally, the church has op-
posed nearly every advancement of civili-
zation… until it becomes culturally ac-
cepted. Then, in time, when it is accepted 
by a large enough part of the Christian 
culture, we declare it to “no longer be of 
the devil.” It is now of God, just because 
we are comfortable with it. 
   Approximately 90% of the world’s popu-
lation believes in a higher power. 50% of 
those believe in God, but they don’t know 
who He is. Between 70% and 90% of 
Americans believe in God and claim some 
form of Christianity, yet, they don’t attend 
church; they have corrupted values, de-
structive morals, and as a whole, their life 
isn’t working. Our world is sinking into 
destitution and depravity while the church 
clings desperately to tactics of outreach 
that haven’t worked in hundreds of years, 
and are rooted more in religious tradition 
(culture) than Bible truth. We attack what 
we don’t understand seeking to find secu-
rity in our intellectual segregation. 
   Our impotent methods fail to reach the 
world Jesus came to save. Our dogmatic 
resistance to anything beyond our current 
scope of logic causes the world to reject 
the truth we do hold. And all the while the 
world is falling into eternal oblivion with-
out God! And that seems to be alright as 
long as we don’t have to “think outside of 
our religious box.” 
   While we can’t get the promises of God 
to work in our own life, we fight against 
those things that we do not understand. All 
the while, demanding that the world be like 
us. They see that our faith isn’t really 
working that well. We are not dealing with 
sin much better than they. Our divorce rate 
is higher than theirs. And we’re always 
begging for money! We do not live a life 
of righteousness, peace, and joy that at-
tracts the world to Jesus, the church, or the 
Gospel. The truth is that waitresses, busi-
nessmen, and scientists hate to see Chris-
tians coming. They don’t tip; they want 
everything for nothing, and they don’t 
know how to reconcile science and the 
Bible! 
   Because of the church’s intolerance and 
disrespect for others, we are hundreds of 

years behind where could have been had 
we not arrogantly rejected the discoveries 
of other cultures. We could have had air-
craft, steam engines, and who knows what 
else hundreds or even thousands of years 
before we did. But we, the people of God, 
destroyed libraries, books, and inventions 
that did not come from “Christian 
sources.” We think that which is discov-
ered by anyone other than our approved 
sources is of the devil. From our erroneous 
theology of dualism, we have created a 
false secular and sacred dichotomy that 
denies the very teaching of the New Testa-
ment. To the pure all things are pure. 
(Titus 1:15) 
   When the apostle Paul wrote to Titus he 
quoted a Creatian prophet to make a point. 
When he preached at Mars Hill he went to 
an idol and said, this is the God I’m going 
to tell you about. When John wrote to the 
Gentile world he called Jesus the “logos” 
which is a philosophical term describing 
the natural power in the world that causes 
things to flow as they should. The Chinese 
New Testament calls Jesus the “tao” as a 
suitable concept for logos. There are doz-
ens of places where the writers of the New 
Testament were inspired by the Holy Spirit 
to use terminology and communication 
styles that were understandable to the peo-
ple they addressed to create effectiveness. 
They were not threatened by a false sense 
of the sacred and secular. 
   Even Abraham, the father of faith of both 
Jews and Christians, made a sacrifice to 
God that was identical to the sacrifices 
made by the heathen to the false gods they 
served. Yet, he acknowledged God in his 
sacrifice. It was not only accepted by God 
but followed by a visitation. (Gen 15)  Sa-
tanists quote Scriptures to conjure demons, 
but we don’t stop using those Scriptures 
and label them “of the devil.” Every relig-
ion in the world knows things we know 
and says things we say. We are not respon-
sible for how they misinterpret those 
truths; we know the Source of all truth is 
God! The misuse of truth does not invali-
date the truth. 
   Many people ignorantly discover a bibli-
cal reality, use it, and in the end worship 
the creation instead of the Creator, the 
process of God instead of the person of 
God. They dishonor God (the Creator) by 
worshipping the process (the creation.) We 
dishonor God (the Creator) by rejecting the 
process (the creation.) He is the God of  

Continued on page 7 
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their normal life sustaining frequencies. 
   You have two choices when you are of-
fended: send it away or retain (keep) it. If 
you send it away it no longer affects your 
life. If you retain it, it stays alive in you 
forever poisoning your peace, joy, and 
quality of life! Maybe The Message Bible 
translation can shed some light on this. If 
you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone 
for good. If you don’t forgive sins, what 
are you going to do with the it? (John 
20:23, TMB) 
   Sick and weak Christians stand at altars 
praying for God to heal them, all the while 
refusing to release the thing that creates the 
disharmony in our health. Maybe this has 
some relation to the words that Jesus spoke 
about getting our priorities straight. There-
fore if you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar, and go your way. 
First be reconciled to your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift. (Matthew 
5:23-24)  
   Is God refusing to heal them? Absolutely 
not! But God can’t send away what we 
refuse to send away. If a sickness is an-
chored to an offense committed against us, 
or the guilt of our personal offenses it must 
be sent away. As The Message Bible says 
if I’m not going to send it away what am I 
going to do with it? 
   Because most people do not understand 
man’s role in Planet Earth we continually 
ask God to do things that we should do. 
We ask God to heal us of our pains, yet we 
refuse to do the things that bring healing. 
We want God to take away the pain of 
offenses committed against us when God 
says we should send away offenses our-
selves! The New Living Translation says If 
you do not forgive them (send them away), 
they are not forgiven (sent away). If you 
don’t do it, it won’t happen! It could be 
that praying for healing is pretty much 
useless without sending away what’s kill-
ing me! 
   Years ago I taught a series about releas-
ing and healing. That series was born out 
of the realization that if healing was mine, 
I was denying the finished work of Jesus 
every time I asked God to heal me. As I 
prayed and sought God I realized that I 
didn’t need to get healing, I needed to re-
lease sickness and send it away! And it’s 
the same with poverty and prosperity, or 
sorrow and joy. We have all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness. But we 
must choose to release, send away those 

things that create the disharmony! 
   Holding on to your pain isn’t serving 
you. It isn’t getting you what you want. In 
fact, it isn’t making the offender pay; it is 
making you pay. Every day that you hold 
on to your pain you are rewarding the per-
son who hurt you! You are sustaining their 
offense. In truth, you are probably magni-
fying it and making it bigger, more power-
ful and more painful. 
   We somehow never make the connection 
between the pain and the offense. We want 
the pain to leave. But it can’t leave if we 
don’t send away the offense. I can’t con-
tinually embrace the offense without fuel-
ing the flames. And in many cases we 
don’t even see the connection between 
seemingly nonrelated physical pain and 
sickness and the emotional offense. The 
key is, forgive quickly! Don’t let the sun 
go down on your wrath! Sleeping on the 
problem sometimes buries it deeper in our 
subconscious, putting it beyond the reach 
of emotional awareness and burying it in 
our physical being. 
   It is challenging to figure out how back 
pain has anything to with someone unjustly 
dumping their responsibilities on us, espe-
cially if I go for years without dealing with 
it. It would have been easy to detect and 
possibly avoided all together if we had sent 
away the offense while it was still alive in 
our consciousness! 
   Thankfully, we don’t have to know what 
offense causes what sickness. But because 
we harbor unresolved offenses for years 
we often have lost memory of the offense 
although the sickness is very much alive in 
our conscious experience! In some in-
stances we will not release and send away 
the pain unless we release and send away 
the associated offense. Sometimes, how-
ever, in the process of sending away the 
sickness we discover its emotional root. 
   Many times when I am struggling with a 
sickness I will ascertain through prayer and 
meditation if it has an emotional root or 
connection. In meditation your memory is 
not bound to your conscious mind. When 
we are in our Heart Zone we can reach 
memories, thoughts, and actions that have 
been buried for years. On a regular basis I 
discover that I have been unable to release 
a sickness because I had never released the 
offense that facilitated it emergence in my 
physical body 
   The most destructive unforgiveness is 
not, however, that which we retain from 
the actions of others. It is the places we 
refuse to forgive ourselves. Few things 

destructively alter the core beliefs of an 
adult like refusal to forgive ourselves. If 
we do not forgive ourselves we will never 
accept that God has forgiven us in Jesus. In 
the end it becomes a somewhat masochis-
tic endeavor. We refuse to have peace or 
spiritual fulfillment until we have been 
adequately punished which is tantamount 
to a rejection of the propitiation of Jesus. 
We punish ourselves in lieu of God’s solu-
tion. 
   When it comes to you, God, and your 
offenses know this: God is not holding on 
to your offenses and failures. He does not 
want them affecting His ability to give you 
the best! Jesus became your sin – all of 
your sin, before you got saved, since 
you’ve been saved, and until the end of 
your life. Then He took those sins away. 
God said He would forgive (send away) 
your sins and remember them no more! 
   In the Old Testament there was a scape-
goat used to exemplify Jesus taking our 
sins away. As far as God is concerned our 
sins don’t exist. The problem is two-fold: 
we don’t believe what Jesus did for us and 
we are not willing to forgive ourselves. 
Forgiving yourself does not mean you are 
justifying your sin or offense; it just means 
that you don’t want to live under the 
weight and effect of that sin. When you 
send away (forgive) your offenses you will 
be free to move on with your life. You send 
away your offenses against yourself be-
cause God already has! 
   As long as we are connected to past of-
fense through guilt and shame they are 
alive in us, i.e. they still have power over 
us. We are not serving God, ourselves, or 
the world at large by living in guilt and 
shame. We are simply setting ourselves up 
to repeat the past! Send away your guilt 
and shame and begin to acknowledge that 
God, too, has sent away your guilt and 
shame. In your freedom return to fellow-
ship with Him and experience a cleansing 
from the very root of all past failure! 
   Remember, whether it‘s your sin or 
someone else’s, if you don’t send it away, 
it’s still there. God has done His part. Now 
you do yours and you will be in harmony 
with God. You will find the peace you so 
deeply desire and so desperately need! In 
the end, this will not only be your road to 
emotional healing but also to physical 
healing. 

This article is based on the new series 
entitled: The Healing Power of Forgive-
ness. For details see the ad on page 3. 
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Reaching the North  
American Indian 

By Larry Sault  
 
   It is nearly impossible to effectively 
reach those we do not understand. The 
church’s unwillingness to understand those 
it tries to reach has always kept the world 
alienated. To understand and successfully 
engage North American Indian families we 
must understand their history, thereby un-
derstanding their need!  
   It is in this history that we come to un-
derstand some of the modern day dysfunc-
tion as well as some of the resistance to a 
“gospel” that was used to rob them of their 
heritage! As unpopular as it may seem, the 
taking of the Americas was done in the 
name of the God and royalty. Similar to the 
crusades, wholesale slaughter was done in 
the name of Jesus. The history between the 
white settlers and the Native Americans 
was and still is based on force, not co-
operation; interference and not harmony. 
   Before 1871 elimination was the political 
goal of the U.S. government in regard to 
the Indian. Warfare and other means of 
violence were employed to eliminate the 
“Indian Problem.” Tribes that survived 
were removed from their traditional territo-
ries and forced onto what is known today 
as reservations. So the invader became the 
occupying force in what had once been the 
home land to these tribes. 
   After 1871 the government policy toward 
Indians changed to one of assimilation. 
The Indian boarding school era encom-
passed one of the most blatant expressions 
of racism in the history of North America – 
the wholesale taking (by force) of Indian 
children away from their large extended 
families and tribal nations, thrusting them 
into a foreign world, where they were 
abruptly, systematically, and totally de-
prived of their Native culture. 
   In these boarding schools children’s 
names, languages, and clothing were taken 
away and their sacred objects destroyed. 
Their hair, an important cultural symbol, 
was cut short. They were beaten and worse 
– even jailed within the schools – for mi-
nor infractions of rules they didn’t under-
stand. Many children died in the boarding 
schools, of disease, malnutrition, and bro-
ken hearts.  
   The boarding schools had a devastating 
effect on Native families, in part because 
they prevented the passing on of traditions 
and knowledge about how to raise children 
and be a family. In addition, the schools 
introduced new and dysfunctional behav-

iors, such as the use of severe physical 
punishment of children, which previously 
was rare among the tribes. Many children 
were also subjected to sexual abuse.  
   Many of the boarding school survivors 
returned to their tribes/nations and were 
unable to pick up the thread of family life, 
inadvertently continuing the legacy of 
abuse they themselves experienced away 
from home. Neither brown nor white, they 
could not fit in anywhere, and many suc-
cumbed to alcohol or suicide. These 
schools were phased out after an official 
report criticized government policy for 
educating Indians. Although this era ended 
around 1940, the resulting trauma, shame, 
fear, and anger – and related social prob-
lems – continue to ripple through this gen-
eration. This legacy of hopelessness and 

despair still persists today as whole Indian 
communities struggle to come to terms 
with – to heal from – the devastation of 
this assimilation process. 
   To the average white believer this seems 
like ancient history, but to a nation of peo-
ple who lost their culture, watched their 
families being destroyed, and still struggle 
with generational dysfunction, this is a 
current issue. Without justifying the de-
structive tendencies that abound we must 
look with an eye of mercy, compassion, 
and understanding. We must seek to be 
healers and peacemakers. We should have 
an open heart to issues and conflicts that 
are simply beyond our scope of logic and 
beyond our consciousness. 
   Don’t attempt to address issues which are 
beyond your expertise. 
1. When preaching the Gospel don’t 

meddle in politics. 
2. Seek to heal the hurts, don’t criticize 

them. 

3. Never be condescending.  
4. Don’t minimize national problems 

with simplistic answers. 
5. Respect the cultures, respect the lead-

ers. 
6. Don’t turn cultural traditions into 

spiritual roadblocks. 
7. When possible, work with or through 

Indian organizations. 
8. Learn all you can about the culture. 
9. Realize that long before they knew 

who Jesus was, they knew, respected, 
and worshipped God as the Creator. 

Larry Sault is an alumnus of Im-
pact International School of Ministry. He is 
the co-author of The Lie That Binds pub-
lished by Milestones International Publish-
ing.  He was the founder of Harvest Field 
Ministry, a missions outreach to the Inuit 
of the high Arctic and Native Americans in 
Canada and the US. He has served as the 
Chief of Mississaugas of New Credit Re-
serve, Grand Chief of Iroquois and Allied 
Indians; he is an entrepreneur and a minis-
ter of the Gospel.  Larry is co-founder of 
Divine Choices, a ministry that works with 
sexually abused people, especially on res-
ervations. I have worked with Larry on 
North American reserves for almost twenty 
years. His passion to reach and serve his 
people is unparalleled.  

Continued from page 5 
 
Creation. We should know the laws of 
creation better than any people who in-
habit the Earth, yet we don’t. 
   If we valued God’s creation and the 
cultures of other people, if we just valued 
people as God values them, we could 
close the gap between the church and the 
rest of humanity. We could find common 
ground that would open the door to the 
Gospel of Jesus. Additionally, we could 
all live a greater quality of life if we were 
open to all God’s blessings and provision, 
even those on the natural plane. As the 
Apostle Paul said to Timothy, Command 
those who are rich in this present age not 
to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain 
riches but in the living God, who gives us 
richly all things to enjoy. (1 Tim. 6:17-18) 
Enjoying the benefits of God’s creation 
will not make us trust Him less; on the 
contrary much, much more!  When we 
value and enjoy God’s creation we honor 
the God of creation. 
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